February 1950, explains that although the Academy was delighted to accept this gift, it soon became apparent that its restrictions were too severe. By 1829, no Rumford Medal had been awarded, and a Committee of the Academy was appointed to consider the situation. As a result of their work, the Academy applied for a relief from the conditions of the gift to the Supreme Court of Massachusetts. The case was argued on 18 May 1832, and the Court relieved the Academy of some features of the conditions while at the same time fully retaining the spirit of Count Rumford's gift. In particular, the Academy was empowered to make the award of its medals annually instead of biennially, and to ' appropriate from time to time, as the same can advantageously be done, the residue of the income of said fund here' after to be received . . . to the purchase of such books and papers and philosophical apparatus (to be the property of said Academy) and in making such publications, or procuring such lectures, experiments, or investigations, as shall in their opinion best facilitate and encourage the making of discoveries and improvements which may merit the premium so as aforesaid to be by them awarded . . . ' Together with a list of the awards of the Rumford Premium of the American Academy and of the grants for research made from the Rumford Fund of the American Academy, the Record of the Rumford 
A w ards o f t h e R u m fo r d P rem ium o f t h e
A m e r ic a n A cadem y 1839. R o b e r t H a r e , o f Philadelphia, for his invention of the com' pound or oxyhydrogen blowpipe. 1862. J ohn E r ic ss o n , of New York, for his improvements in the management of heat, particularly as shown in his caloric engine of 1858. 1865. D a n ie l T r e a d w e l l , of Cambridge, for improvements in the management of heat, embodied in his investigations and inventions relating to the construction of cannon of large calibre, and of great strength and endurance. 1886 . Samuel P ie r p o n t L a n g l e y , of Allegheny, for his researches in radiant energy. 1888. A l b e r t A braham M ic h e l s o n , of Cleveland, for his determination of the velocity of light, for his researches upon the motion of the luminiferous ether, and for his work on the absolute determination of the wave-lengths of light. 1891. E dw ard C h a r les P ic k e r in g , of Cambridge, for his work on the photometry of the stars and upon stellar spectra. 1895. T homas A lva E d is o n , of Orange, N.J., for his investigations in electric lighting. 1898. J ames E dw ard K e e l e r , of Allegheny, for his application of the spectroscope to astronomical problems, and especially for his investigations of the proper motions of the nebulae, and the physical constitution of the rings of the planet Saturn, by the use of that instrument. 1899. C harles F r a n c is B rush, of Cleveland, for the practical development of electric arc-lighting. 1900. C arl Barus, of Providence, for his various researches in heat.
1901. E l ih u T h o m so n , of Lynn, for his inventions in electric welding and lighting. 1902 . G e o r g e E l l e r y H a l e , of Chicago, for his investigations in solar and stellar physics and in particular for the invention and perfection of the spectro-heliograph. 1904. E r n e st F ox N ic h o l s , of New York, for his researches on radiation, particularly on the pressure due to radiation, the heat of the stars, and the infra/red spectrum. researches on solar radiation. 1917. P e r c y W illia m s B rid g m a n , of Cambridge, for his thermodynamical researches at extremely high pressures. 1918. T h e o d o r e L ym an, of Cambridge, for his researches on light of very short wave-length. 1920 . I rving L a n g m u ir , of Schenectady, for his researches in thermionic and allied phenomena.
